Ancient Greece Notes

Geography:

· Very rocky soil, and very mountainous. Greece is shaped like a peninsula with hills and mountains that were covered with forests.

· Greece is made up of thousands of islands.

· They built city-states, which were small areas including a city and the surrounding countryside.

· The sea was very important to them for fishing, sailing and trade.(the Mediterranean Sea)
Culture:

· Ancient Greeks worshipped many different gods. We have many Greek myths about their gods/goddesses. (Greek Mythology). These gods/goddesses helped explain things about nature and life. Such as: lightning and thunder, love and hate, rain and the oceans.
· Greek architects developed new building styles and column styles. 
· Many buildings in the US are of Greek design. Many public buildings and private homes are modeled after Greek designs. The capitol buildings in Raleigh, NC and Washington DC are just two examples.
· The Greeks built many temples, in honor of their gods and goddesses.  The Parthenon became one of the most famous temples built.

· A famous poet, Homer, wrote one of the first histories of Greece. It was called the Iliad.
· Greek architecture, sculpture and pottery continue to be admired in Europe and the Americas today.

· Athens became the center of Greek culture, and is now the capital of Greece.

Political & Military:
· Plato and Aristotle attempted to design states based on democratic themes like justice, citizenship, and rule by the people.

· Greeks developed a way to settle disputes by holding the first jury trials.

· The Greeks also favored making decisions by a majority vote.

· The ancient Greeks developed the world’s first democracy: a form of government where the people take part in their own government.

· 2 main city-states:

Athens: focused on education, fine arts, music and writing.


Sparta: focused on having a strong military and physical activity.

Greek Influence: Many aspects of Greek culture have influenced our society.
· European nations as well as the US have inherited important ideas and culture from Ancient Greece.

· The Ancient Greeks held the first Olympic Games in Athens.

· Famous Greek: Alexander the Great, who spread Greek culture throughout Europe and Asia. He built cities that became great learning centers. 
· Greeks developed the first plays and heroic poems. They were very interested in drama and literature. Some Greek plays are still performed today.
· Greek scientists and thinkers are credited with establishing the basis for modern medicine, the development of geometry, and the philosophy which led to democracy. They build foundations in science and math, astronomy and teaching.
Before the Greek empire and civilization fell, its achievements spread around the eastern Mediterranean Sea and even into Asia.

Fall of Greek Empire

The city-states of Greece began to fight each other. The 2 main city-states, Athens and Sparta fought in the Peloponnesian Wars. In the end Sparta won but greatly weakened Greece overall. The city-states fighting left them weak and vulnerable for outside attackers. Phillip the Great from Macedonia along with his son Alexander the Great, came and took over part of Greece. Eventually the rest of the Greek Empire would fall to the Romans.
