Ancient Rome

Geography:

Located in Italy, a boot shaped country. (Boot shaped peninsula)

Good aspects: surrounded by water on 3 sides, easy for trade and travel. Alps mountain range provided protection.

Bad aspects: easy access for invaders with such a long, open and narrow coastline.

Early Romans ideas were strongly influenced by the Greeks.

Republic was started in Rome.

Republic: a government where voters elect leaders to run the state/area.

Julius Caesar became a powerful leader.

He was a good public speaker who gained support from the poor.

He gained lots of new territories.

Caesar was later assassinated by some of his friends in the Senate.

Caesar's grandnephew, Augustus Caesar, became leader after Caesar's death.

Rome became a great empire under his rule.

His rule began a 200 year period called the Pax Romana, which meant a time of stability and peace for Rome. 

During this time, trade created a strong economy. 

For trade, roads and bridges were being built by Rome's army.

Laws became more fair during the Pax Romana also. 

“Innocent until proven guilty”

Rome's Achievements:

Aqueducts were created. Aqueducts were sloped bridges that carried water from one place to another.

The Romans also made advances in science and engineering. They were building bridges, roads, temples, palaces, and arenas.

Roman architects were also designing arches and domes.

Rome had many writers and poets such as Horace, Virgil and Plutarch. 

The Roman language, Latin, became the basis for many other languages such as French, Spanish, Italian and many others. Even the English language has lots of Latin roots.
The Roman calendar was created, which is the basis for the calendar we use today.

Rise of Christianity

Romans adopted Christianity under the rule of Constantine after 300 years of conflict. 

Christianity is now the official religion of Rome.

Fall of the Roman Empire

Soldiers started to become more interested in wealth than defending their empire and people.

Dishonesty and disloyalty made their empire weak. This also made it open for invaders.

Daily life became more difficult and costly because of defending against invaders.

The empire split in 395 because it couldn't be ruled by one leader anymore.

The east had more success than the weaker west.

The western empire only lasted until 476, while the eastern empire survived almost 1000 years more. 

As invaders kept coming, Rome's empire fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

http://www.historylink102.com/Rome/index.htm 

