Characteristics of Civilizations

The civilizations you studied in Unit 1 each demonstrated the five characteristics that
historians use to define a civilization.
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Each divilization developed a system of writing. Rulers coul '
record laws. Priests could write down important religious d
and the rituals to follow. Merchants could record transactions,
Eventually, people used the writing system to record their

thoughts and ideas, creating literature and written history.

Surpluses of T
A of agriculture. Specialized workers such as artisans, traders, i i oL P'.m / ‘
' and soldiers strengthened and expanded civilization. The civilizations developed new ways of doing work and
new materials to work with, such as metals and pottery.
They also deveioped tools like calendars to make their

world more orderly.

Complex institutions such as law codes, religion, and an
economy were another characteristic of ancient civilizations.
They organized, united, and helped civilizations to prosper.
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fortified areas.

Specialized » Artisans made s Priests, warriors,
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SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
1. Synthesizing How important was religion to these civilizations?
2. Analyzing Motives How did the Chinese system of writing contribute to the spread of Chinese civilization?
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